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What Teachers Do

Question 1

Arguably, academic dishonest is an unethical practice that has negative implications and violates the core value of graduate school. In essence, the main purpose of graduate schools is to enable students to achieve a high level of mastery in a particular specialized field. Mastery and academic excellence are carried out through various evidence-based teaching strategies that ensure that knowledge transfer is effective. Hence, the ability to gauge and evaluate a graduate's core competence is highlighted in the diploma certificate used in the labor market to attract potential employees. However, through academic dishonesty, graduate schools fail to fulfill their purpose in that students will go through the schools without necessarily having mastered the required knowledge. Besides, graduate schools have the mandate to produce competent and ethical graduates who would positively impact society. Academic dishonesty depicts a trait among the graduate associated with fraud and lack of integrity. Graduates who engage in academic dishonesty and get away are more likely to carry similar traits into the job market. In the long run, the purpose of graduate school to produce competent and professional academicians and experts in various filed is undermined. The reputation of the graduate schools is also inline since the current co-operative world does not like to associate with institution without integrity.
Question 2
Mr. Tom Dickens has worked as a special teacher for the last 20 years and has long-term expertise in implementing individualized education plans (IEP). Dickens asserts that special education is stressful and requires the guidance of experienced educators before venturing into the special education fields. As a former educator, Dickens posits that he wished an experienced educator would have taught him ways to handle stress, the likelihood of student meltdown, and dangerous situations. Besides, Dickens also noted that roles exceed those highlighted in the formal job requirement and responsibility as a special educator. At one point, he had to talk hold a parent meeting to provide face-to-face instructions and guidance on how to talk and interact with special needs children. 

Apart from the advocacy roles, Dickens provided insight into how he worked all night and weekend to complete IEP to teach normally during classroom hours. However, despite the demand and the emotional challenges, Dickens noted that working 20 years as a special education teacher was "fulfilling." Based on the experiences from the former teacher, my expectations have not changed. In essence, i am aware that special needs children require a high level of emotional control and expertise to provide individualized learning. Unlike Dickens, I have met several educators, and their insight has been valuable in my preparation. Hence, the desire to teach and be of impact to such children has significantly increased.

