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Speeding up access to COVID-19 tests, medicines, and vaccines in the US and Sweden

The accessibility of resources required for treating, testing, and vaccinating COVID-19 is among the global health issues that the WHO highlighted in 2021. Both Sweden and the US have faced the issue and implemented policies to solve it (WHO, 2021). Local nurse leaders need to understand what is happening globally to learn from their peers and advocate for compressive policies that are designed to solve issues like COVID-19 while ensuring high quality care is available to their patients.
	Global Healthcare Issue
	COVID 19

	Description
	COVID 19 is a novel virus that has caused havoc, on the whole, world because of its fast spreading and relatively high mortality (IMF, 2021). The disease does not have a cure and hence, the best methods of controlling it are early detection, prevention, and management of the sick to reduce the adverse effects like death. Because of the unprecedented spread of research the world has developed several vaccines that have proven to be effective for prevention. However, the speed of the spread of the disease has been so fast that the equitable access and distribution of the vaccines have been problematic. Various countries have therefore developed very different measures based on data and other factors to contain the virus while vaccinating their populations. The US and Sweden have both been adversely affected by the virus and they have enacted and implemented different policies to combat the disease and its effects on their respective populations (IMF, 2021).

	Country
	United States
	Sweden 

	Describe the policy in each country related to the identified healthcare issue
	The US has established different measures in its policy against coronavirus. The USA established monetary, fiscal, health, and other policies to combat the virus (IMF, 2021). For instance, the different states implemented lockdowns to reduce the spreading and gave advisories on social distancing. On healthcare delivery and improved accessibility, the law waived some restrictions to allow professionals to easily use telemedicine to reach patients to reduce hospital traffic. 
Vaccination is not mandatory but people above 12 years old are encouraged to vaccinate for prevention (McBryde et al., 2020). Medicare and Medicaid cover vaccination to improve its accessibility. The US also bans entry without vaccine certificates. The country also used unemployment benefits to ensure people who lost jobs accessed food and shelter at the pandemic time (McBryde et al., 2020). However, as people are becoming vaccinated, the protections are slowly reducing as normalcy resumes. States also implemented mobile testing clinics for easy testing.
	Sweden also has a COVID-19 policy that targets to reduce adverse impacts like spreading, death, and economic impacts (IMF, 2021). Sweden has single-pare insurance that will seek to ensure that all groups that are recommended to be vaccinated access the vaccine. Sweden also enacted travel bans to ensure that visitors do not spread variants into the country. People from the European Union or elsewhere have to have vaccine certificates to be allowed to access the country (Government Offices of Sweden, 2021). There has also been a ban on gatherings although the ban is slowly easing to allow people to resume their livelihoods after vaccines. 

	What are the strengths of this policy?
	The US policy has the advantage of people comprehensive. For instance, allowing people to access vaccines through either private or public insurance enables improved access to presidents. The travel restrictions and lockdowns reduced virus spread (McBryde et al., 2020). Also, the country used the social security measures like Medicaid that covers people below 138% of the poverty line to access vaccines to improve equitability. Hence, it also covers economic effects.

	The Swedish COVID 19 policy is also comprehensive and offers different levels of protection to people. For instance, the use of social security policies to ensure unemployed people still were given money to afford their lives even after losing jobs helped protect people’s lives through nutrition and other ways (Government Offices of Sweden, 2021). The use of preventive measures like limiting entry and requiring COVID-19 certificates has protected citizens from other strains of the virus. Also, the public insurance covering the vaccine has improved accessibility and equitability.

	What are the weaknesses of this policy?
	 The policies are spearheaded by states and therefore, there is poor coordination from the central government (McBryde et al., 2020). Also, the removal of restrictions on gatherings in most states has allowed for festivals and other gatherings that increase virus spread.
	Allowing some countries’ citizens such as Norway and others to enter without vaccine certificates risks introducing new strains into the country.  

	Explain how the social determinants of health may impact the specified global health issue. (Be specific and provide examples)
	Social factors impact the accessibility of COVID-19 medicines, vaccines, and tests include the economic stability of people, faith, and education among others. In the US, people have different economic statuses and while many people have health insurance, a significant percentage of residents lack insurance (McBryde et al., 2020). For instance, people who are not below 138% of the poverty line do not qualify for Medicaid and hence have to buy their insurance or be uninsured. About 7.9% of Americans are not insured and hence may not afford vaccination and medication (McBryde et al., 2020). Another issue is religion. Some faiths do not accept vaccination. Also, healthcare education will determine how serious take the need for vaccination is. Misinformation is a factor that limits the accessibility and uptake of vaccines.
	In Sweden, because health is universal, economic stability is not a very important factor affecting accessibility to vaccines and medications (Government Offices of Sweden, 2021). However, factors like education and religious beliefs may affect how people access and their willingness to vaccinate against the virus. Sweden has various religions and the beliefs are an important source of information for the people.

	How has each country's government addressed cost, quality, and access to the selected global health issue?
	 The costs of testing, treatment, and vaccination are covered by insurers. The US under the Affordable Care Act deals with matters of costs, accessibility, and insurance (CMS, 2021). People can access services by either private and public insurance, or out-of-pocket payments. The CMS has licensed various distributors of vaccines across the country to improve access to treatments and vaccines (CMS, 2021). The FDA also authorized emergency use authorizations for vaccines to improve accessibility.

	The universal healthcare system ensures that all people have access to testing, medications, and vaccines. Also, Sweden has borrowed about 200,000 doses from Norway to improve accessibility (Government Offices of Sweden, 2021).  

	How has the identified health policy impacted the health of the global population? (Be specific and provide examples)
	Aspects of the US COVID-19 policies to improve access to drugs and vaccines and tests that include mobile testing centers and waivers on vaccines to allow access may encourage other countries to remove restrictions that people face like distance and issues like intellectual property to allow them to manufacture vaccines and make them available to people.
Also, using health insurance to cover prevention and treatment may encourage other countries to change their insurance policies.
	 The use of universal insurance to cover access to drugs, vaccines and tests may encourage other countries to emulate universal coverage with single-payer systems.


	Describe the potential impact of the identified health policy on the role of the nurse in each country.
	The role of nurses in the USA in treating, testing and vaccination has been expanded to advocacy and public education to encourage more people to vaccinate and test. Also, nurses have been involved in mobile clinics to test and offer vaccines.
	Nurses have been involved in testing, vaccinations, and public education to encourage people to seek treatment, testing, and vaccination. Nurses' roles have therefore been more solidified as educators and advocates for vaccination and prevention.

	Explain how global health issues impact local healthcare organizations and policies in both countries. (Be specific and provide examples)
	Because of the current globalization, health issues like COVID-19 have directly impacted the US. For instance, traveling allows people to carry infections into the US. Also, the US has to work with other countries to solve global issues like COVID-19. Local agencies like the CDC work with organizations like the WHO to determine best practices and share data.

	Global health issues affect how Sweden responds to them domestically. For instance, the country implements travel restrictions based on the global situation.

	General Notes/Comments
	
	

	
	
	


PART 2

How I would advocate for the incorporation of a global perspective or lens into my local practice and role as a nurse leader.

Nurse leaders understand the relationships between global and local health issues. Incorporating the global perspective into the local setting is important. The advocacy should involve identifying how the global issues may affect the local practice. By preparing locally for a possible COVID-19 outbreak in the US, the country would have controlled the virus early. Therefore, local nurse leaders should communicate with administrators about the possible results of global issues locally and propose the use of available data to create preventive measures. Nurse leaders should actively highlight global issues that may affect the local settings and ask administrators to implement preventive measures and other preparations to avoid outbreaks (Prestia, 2020). For they may advocate for reporting policies and vaccination of visitors.
Explain how the incorporation of a global perspective or lens might impact your local practice and role as a nurse leader.
Using global perspective may lead to nurse leaders being more involved in prevention and public education about health issues. For instance, even before COVID-19 reached the US, there was data from studies about the spreading and prevention. Nurse leaders may participate in public education and determining data and evidence to be used in determining strategies to be used in testing and treatments (Prestia, 2020). The incorporation of a global lens means that nurses will not just think of healthcare from the local perspective but also considering global changes and developments that they improve or adversely affect healthcare in their localities.
Explain how the incorporation of a global perspective or lens into your local practice as a nurse leader represents and contributes to social change. 

Incorporating a global lens in the local practice represents how globalization has become a reality in healthcare. Currently, there is lots of information exchange between professionals and various stakeholders from various countries, and the information moves within a short time. For instance, COVID-19 spread from China within months (WHO, 2021). Information on the management and control of the illness also spread fast because of the internet and other information sources that nurses in the US and elsewhere use in their evidence-based care.

Conclusion
In conclusion, COVID-19 is among the global health issues that the WHO has identified and therefore recommended ways of handling. The US Sweden have both been faced with the issue and handled it differently. While both countries have developed comprehensive plans, they have not been within limitations. Local nurse leaders must understand health from global perspectives to ensure that they advocate for effective policies to solve the global health issues in their local settings.
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