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Description of the Policy
Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) was developed in 1996 as federal law for protecting the disclosure of sensitive health information to the third party without the knowledge or consent of the patient (Lam et al., 2019). In this case, patient health information should be kept private and confidential without disclosing it to the family members or other healthcare providers. However, the information can be disclosed without the patient's consent in some circumstances, especially through a court ruling (Williams & Colomb, 2020).
Impact on the Implementation of the System

HIPAA is practiced in every healthcare facility in the United States according to federal standards regarding enhancing, defending, and upholding patients' privacy through the confidentiality principle (McGonigle & Mastrian, 2021). The policy has improved efficiency in healthcare facilities, especially in handling sensitive information and care delivery. Use of the policy has also reduced costs by minimizing litigation associated with a breach of confidentiality.
Impact on Clinical Care, Patient/Provider Interactions, and Workflow
The HIPAA adoption has had a significant impact on patient/provider interactions, clinical care, and workflow in different ways. Through HIPAA, patients have gained much trust on healthcare providers, thus improving their interactions. The interactions have contributed to improved clinical care among patients (AHRQ, n.d.b). Patients can deliver any information to the healthcare providers through the trust gained, thus enhancing workflow efficiency.
Organizational Policies and Procedures

According to the organization's policies, several procedures have been developed to ensure that patient health information is protected according to HIPAA. Some policies involve securing the facility equipment such as computers with passwords and changing them regularly (AHRQ, n.d.a). Through such measures, patient information cannot be accessed by a third party.
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